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(54) IMAGE ENCODING AND DECODING METHOD 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To perform encoding for a desired composite 
image regardless of the way of the image layout, even if 
an image is composited in the state of a block truncation 
code of a fixed length. 

CONSTITUTION: As for partial images A and B, starting 
points (origins) for performing block divisions are 
matched. The layout information for partial image is held. 
Based on this layout information, an image is divided. 
When the end part of the partial image is included within 
a block like the block of an oblique line, a marker code 
ffff is set in place of a statistical parameter. When partial 
images are overlapped within the block like a block (b), a 
rewriting and encoding are performed for the 
quantization level of a picture element for which a 
substitute is to be performed. When the marker code ffff 
exists at the time of a decoding, layout information is 
referred and a decoding is performed by using the 
statistical parameters Sa and Sb within the complete 
blocks (a) and (b) which are adjacent within a pertinent 
partial image for every quantization level. 
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